
Victorian Heritage Database Report Report generated 15/10/24

Mt William Homestead

B1461 Mt William
Homestead, Willaura

Location

Watgania Road, WILLAURA VIC 3379 - Property No B1461

Municipality

ARARAT RURAL CITY

Level of significance

File only

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

The property was first settled by Andrew and Thomas Chirnside in 1842. It carried finewool Merinos and cattle
and once the government had granted the Chirnside Borthers freehold, they set about building a 20-stand
bluestone woolshed. The trustees of the Chirnside Estate put the property up for auction in 1906 and eventually,
it was subdivided into farms with the homestead block being purchased in 1919 by the Barr Smith family.

The house is surrounded by a garden originally laid out in the 1870's and it remains one of Victoria's largest
homestead gardens. It owes influences to compartmentalised garden design expressed in gardens such as
'Sissinghurst' and 'Hidcote' in England.

Classified: 19/10/1967



Hermes Number 67328

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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