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Former James Oddie Observatory

B5629 Ballarat Observatory

Location

Cnr Magpie & Cobden Street,, BALLARAT CENTRAL VIC 3350 - Property No B5629

Municipality

BALLARAT CITY

Level of significance

State

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0936

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - February 8, 2008

The Ballarat Municipal Observatory is perhaps the only surviving nineteenth century private observatory in
Victoria. Scientifically, it is important for its instruments, several of which were built on site by Henry Evans Baker,
including the 26 inch reflector telescope in 1888, which was the first large telescope built in Australia. Some of the
observatory's other equipment was donated to the Commonwealth observatory where it made an important
contribution in the founding of Mt Stromlo. An amateur, community based institution, Ballarat observatory has
played a leading role in promoting general education in astronomy for over one hunderd years. It was the first
municipal observatory in Australia.
The observatory is a legacy of the role of amateurs in nineteenth century science, and also of the contemporary



popular interest in astronomy. In addition, the observatory provides particular evidence of the wealth, the
engineering and artistic skills, and the civic ideals which have accumulated in Ballarat since the discovery of gold.
The many stained glass windows , most made locally, are a feature of the observatory. They constitute an
exceptional collection of cosmic, religious and scientific symbolism which portray some contemporary
understandings of astronomy. They also indicate the number of community groups which supported the
observatory in the early twentieth century, and express the importance of local philanthropy and community
support in the observatory's establishment and survival.
The Classification incorporates all the buildings and works on the site, including the Baker built 12 1/2 inch, 5 inch
and 26 inch telescopes, the Jelbart domed observatory and telescope, the sliding roof of the Baker Hall, the radio
telescope building, and the stained glass and other internal decoration of the buildings.
Classified: 24/10/1988

Other Names Ballarat Municipal Observatory,   Ballarat School of Mines Observatory,  

Hermes Number 67539

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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