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Jirnkee Water Race

Location

Tongio West,, CASSILIS VIC 3898 - Property No B5339

Municipality
EAST GIPPSLAND SHIRE

Level of significance

Local

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - May 21, 2004

Among the many water races built in Victoria during the gold mining boom, the Jirnkee water race is outstanding
for its length of 56 miles (90 kilometres). The first 48 mile section was built in 1889/1900 to bring water from the
Wentworth River to Long Gully, near Cassilis, for the sluicing of alluvial gravels. However the low inflow caused
the race to be extended by eight miles in 1902. The race and associated sluicing plant were built by the Jirnkee
Hydraulic Sluicing Gold Mining Company Limited, with capital raised mainly from French investors. Persistent
shortages of water and the selection of unsuitable equipment, combined with considerable over expenditure on
the race, caused the collapse of the company in 1905 after 5 years of intermittent operation. The race was
subsequently used from 1908 to 1909 by another sluicing syndicate from 1918 to 1923 to provide water for the
Tongio Gold Dredge. At present the race is largely intact, although partially filled by silt and forest debris. The
banks and invert now have a covering of native and exotic grasses, native reeds, heath and other small plants.
Apart from obstruction by fallen trees and branches, the patrol path on the downhill bank of the race still provides
an easy footway.
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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