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Pirra

B1275 Pirra

Location

Windermere Road, LARA VIC 3212 - Property No B1275

Municipality

GREATER GEELONG CITY

Level of significance

Local

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - December 3, 2012

The extensive brick and stone homestead Pirra (formerly Serendip and Windemere) was constructed firstly as a
modest colonial vernacular style house of unknown date for pastoralist George Fairbairn. In 1880 Alexander
Davidson and Co., architects, designed the two storey brick mansion house addition in an eclectic Victorian style
and ornately enhanced with an elaborate encircling iron verandah and interior plasterwork.
Pirra at Lara is one of the most distinctive of Alexander Davidson's many Western District homestead designs
executed in the years 1865-90. This symmetrically arranged mansion demonstrates Davidson's capacity for
original ornamentation and detail derived from both gothic and classical origins.
The homestead was the seat of noted pastorialist George Fairbairn for more than 50 years and a centre of social
acivity in the district in the late nineteenth century.
Pirra at Lara was used as a sanatorium in the early 20th century. Since 1959 the mansion has been used by the
Social Welfare Department of the Victorian Government. The mansion house is essentially intact and well



preserved.
Of state significance.

Classified: 12/03/1964

Other Names Serendip,   Windermere,  

Hermes Number 68464

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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