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Athenaeum & former Town Hall

B3034 Athenaeum &amp;
Library

B3034 Athenaeum Library

Location

57 Conness Street, CHILTERN VIC 3683 - Property No B3034

Municipality

INDIGO SHIRE

Level of significance

State

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H1326

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - September 26, 2005

The Chiltern Athenaeum and Town Hall is an important example of a provincial hall and institute. Its original dual
function and the resulting layout of the hall is a distinctive aspect of the building. It has played an important role in
the social life of the town and was the focus of local government from 1867-1937. The site has been associated
with the Chiltern Athenaeum (formerly the Chiltern Instutute) since 1861.
It is a fine example of provincial design in the conservative classical style. The street facade is simply composed
with a centrally located entrance and is given extra importance by fine window mouldings and a distinctive
superimposed trabeated system of tapering doric pilasters. A notable aspect of the trabeation is its independence



from the physical bounds of the simple gabled form of the facade. The fan-lighted entrance is interesting. The
arcuated side facades reflect the nearby government buildings.
The interior is simply laid out. Several elements in the hall survive which illustrate its original dual function, in
particular the iron columns (a notable feature in themselves and the marble fireplaces).
Classified: 08/02/1968
Upgraded: 04/12/1980

Other Names Mechanics Institute,   Athenaem &amp; Library,  

Hermes Number 68662

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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