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Location

Main Street, APSLEY VIC 3319 - Property No T12064

Municipality

WEST WIMMERA SHIRE

Level of significance

Regional

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - July 20, 2004

Commemorating important historical event



Two Quercus robur (only one of which is recommended for nomination) were planted to commemorate the relief
of Mafeking in 1902. The siege of Mafeking started in October 1899 at the beginning of the Anglo-Boer war in
South Africa. The English troops, led by Commander Baden Powell turned out to be an inadequate force against
the Boers and he resorted to tricking his enemy about his lack of resources. They were holed up in Mafeking for
217 days before being rescued by reinforcements and Baden Powell returned to England as a hero.
The two trees are planted on either side of the entrance to the former school grounds. The plaque marking the
trees states:
"Apsley children first attended school in a privately owned slab cottage behind the old bakery from 1873. In 1880
a new school was erected on tis site. These oak trees planted in 1901 to commemorate the relief of the Siege of
Mafeking, mark the gate way to this first school building. Increased enrolments during the 1950s saw the younger
students placed in another building off the lane way east of the post office. This was known by the children as
"The Little School". In 1965 a new and larger school was built and occupied I Laidlaw Street."
The trees are on the north side, adjacent to the Apsley Hall.

Measurements: 21/01/2004
Girth (m): 3.2
Spread (m): E-W 14; N-S 20;
Height (m): 20
Estimated Age (Yrs): 102

Access: Unrestricted
Classified: 17/05/2004

Other Names English Oak,  

Hermes Number 69089

Property Number

Physical Description 1

Of the two trees only the one on the western side, which is the better specimen, is considered worthy as
classification.

MEASUREMENTS:

Circumference (of trunk at 1.4m above ground level): 3.2 metres

Spread N-S: 20metres Spread E-W: 14 metres

Height: 20 metres

Estimated Age: 102 years old

The specimen is cultivated.

Physical Conditions

Good

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.



For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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