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Castle House

B1918 Castle House
Castlemaine

Location

39 Farnsworth Street,, CASTLEMAINE VIC 3450 - Property No B1918

Municipality

MOUNT ALEXANDER SHIRE

Level of significance

State

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0591

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on -

A single-storey picturesque Elizabethan house built in two stages between 1866 and 1869 by William Downe,
architect and Castlemaine town Surveyor till 1872 on land he acquired in 1866.
The first known occupant was George Farroll, a watchmaker who owned the house between 1869 till his death in
1885. His wife remained there till 1892. The house is constructed of red brick with a corrugated iron roof and is
unusual in two respects. Firstly its "pattern-book" Elizabethan form using Flemish gables, castellated bow
windows and parapets. Secondly, for its organic plan form largely a result of the later extension of the house by



the construction of a separate room in a mirror image of the first section linked by an external enclosed passage.
The building is largely intact although added to at the rear at various stages. It is of significance for its unusual
vernacular use of picturesque Elizabethan detailing in a cottage format, as an example of the domestic work of
Downe, the designer of the Castlemaine Market and for its contribution to the historic city of Castlemaine, a gold
town notable for its large collection of small but elaborate and varied cottages.
Classified: 17/11/1983

[Statement adopted from Heritage Victoria. May 2010

Hermes Number 69176

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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