
Victorian Heritage Database Report Report generated 27/04/24

St Joseph's Catholic Church & Organ

B5965 St Joseph's Catholic
Church

Location

169 Kepler Street,, WARRNAMBOOL VIC 3280 - Property No B5965

Municipality

WARRNAMBOOL CITY

Level of significance

State

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - November 28, 2007

Church Statement of Significance: A large bluestone church begun in 1869-72 to the design of William Wardell
(whose drawings survive, although claims have been made for a local designer, Samuel Parker). It was
completed in 1886-9 with the addition of the western bays of the nave and the tower and spire to the design of W
B Tappin, of Tappin Gilbert & Dennehy. The building is of interest for its commanding broach spire, large
traceried windows and unbroken roof ridge. The interior contains notable stained glass by Ferguson & Urie,
together with communion rails and gates designed by Wardell.
Classified: 20/04/1989
File Note: January 2011. Current major stained glass windows now date from 1950's and are by Earley &
Company of Dublin.
See also B6027



Organ Statement of Significance: This substantial instrument of three manuals and 34 stops was built in 1892 by
Fincham & Hobday when it was the largest organ in Victoria outside Melbourne. Divided in two sections on either
side of the rear Gallery with the console placed between, this organ was built with tubular-pneumatic action, a
speciality of its builders. The instrument retains its original tonal scheme, action, console, pipework and attractive
cases with diapered facade pipes, although the original lead pheumatic tubing was repalced with plastic in the
mid-1970s. This is the second largest example of the work of Victoria's pre-eminent 19th century organbuilder
George Fincham to remain substantially intact, after his instrument at St Mary, Star-of-the-Sea Church, West
Melbourne.
Organ Classified: 06/04/1989

Hermes Number 69909

Property Number

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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