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Beleura Garden

Location

42 - 44 Kalimna Drive, MORNINGTON VIC 3931 - Property No G13011

Municipality

MORNINGTON PENINSULA SHIRE

Level of significance

State

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0319

Heritage Listing

National Trust

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - August 22, 2007

Beleura, built c.1863, enjoyed as a summer retreat by a succession of owners, with the nucleus of the estate
purchased in 1916 (after subdivision) by the Tallis family, then progressively enhanced and embellished until the
death of John Tallis in 1996, is of significance:

- architecturally, as a fine villa erected by James Butchart c.1863 with the proceeds of his business enterprises on
the goldfields, in a fine Anglo-Palladian mode with most elegant colonnade verandah along the main south-west
front, using columns of the composite order, and surmounted by a balustraded parapet and urns; though there
has been some alteration to the interior and one end of the building it retains its full effect and is set in spacious
grounds;

- as an ensemble, comprising house, outbuildings, garden, grounds, interiors, contents and archival material,
which evocatively encapsulates the life of the distinguished theatrical and musical Tallis family; although at times
eccentric, all phases of this enhancement and embellishment (which sensitively retained the nineteenth century
architectural features) are important in telling a story of wealth and pleasure;

- for its garden, which retains features from three main periods: the nineteenth century drives, rear courtyard and
predominantly coniferous specimen trees; the early twentieth century input of the Tallis family such as the
enclosure of the pleasure grounds and the incorporation of a formal pool designed by Harold Desbrowe Annear;
and the highly individual embellishment of John Tallis, an unusual example of a mid-twentieth century formal



garden based on the owner's direct experiences of the Mediterranean, which has a layout based on the original
carriage loop and a design (including the rear courtyard and vegetable garden) that responds strongly to the main
axis of the house;

- for its drives and outer grounds, which provide a still-generous context for the house and garden, and retain
plantations of Cupressus macrocarpa, Pinus radiata and Eucalyptus citriodora; some features of the Beleura
grounds (such as the original drive, now Tallis Drive, and some specimen trees) are now outside the current
ownership but these still contribute to the importance of the property;

- for the relationship of Beleura to neighbouring summer retreats such as Nyora, Earimil (later Kamala), Manyung
and Heronswood; these properties had their genesis in generously-sized crown allotments and now provide a
precinct second only in importance in Victoria to the collection of hill stations at Mount Macedon.
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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