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Location

190-192 BOURKE STREET MELBOURNE, MELBOURNE CITY

Municipality

MELBOURNE CITY

Level of significance

Registered

Victorian Heritage Register (VHR) Number

H0799

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO540

VHR Registration



August 22, 1990

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Register

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - July 1, 1999

What is significant?

The former Bank of New South Wales building was designed by architects Godfrey and Spowers in 1929 and the
building was occupied two years later. Six storeys in height, the faience-clad facade on a sandstone base is
derived from ancient Egyptian models in terms of details and proportions. The decorative terra cotta work is set in
a rebated frame, which gives subtle prominence to the composition of pilasters and frieze. The ground floor is
divided into three sections by sandstone columns with fluted shafts. The columns support a frieze and balcony,
with a projecting balcony above. Five storey pilasters are capped by Egyptian-inspired capitals. Above this there
is a frieze of carved palm fronds that also acts as a terminating cornice, capping the building. Structurally the
building is constructed with a reinforced concrete. The interior of the banking chamber has been altered but the
stairwell remains intact.

How is it significant?

The former Bank of New South Wales building is of architectural significance to the State of Victoria.

Why is it significant?

The former Bank of New South Wales building is architecturally significant for exemplifying the architectural
eclecticism and exoticism of the late 1920s and early 1930s. It is very unusual for the application of Egyptian
motifs. It is an excellent example of the use of decorative terra-cotta faience, which was a popular cladding
material in the inter-war years.

Permit Exemptions

General Exemptions:

General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR). General
exemptions have been designed to allow everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which
don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Heritage
Act 2017.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommodate religious practices
without a permit, but you must notify the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria before you start the works or
activities at least 20 business days before the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 and the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria as a
determining referral authority, a permit is not required.

Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below.
Specific exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or
object and set out works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions

https://application-hub.app.planning.vic.gov.au/hv/createForm/EDNotificationHV


prevail if they conflict with general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Construction dates 1929, 

Architect/Designer Spowers, Godfrey, 

Heritage Act Categories Registered place, 

Other Names BANK OF NSW CHAMBER,  

Hermes Number 703

Property Number

History

History of Place:
The use of faience in this building follows soon after its use at Manchester Unity, Century Bulding and Nicholas
Building, all in Swanston Street. A wide variety of tenants occupied the upstair chambers. The ground floor
chamber was first renovated in 1959-60 by Stephenson and Turner architects. Installation of an automatic teller
machine considerably reduced the integrity of the stone base and bronze-framed window. These items are
possibly in storage for future restoration.

CONTEXTUAL HISTORY
Architects Godfrey and Spowers had designed other banks for the company, including an Arts and Crafts inspired
building at 502-504 Flinders Street. Robert Haddon, an architect who specialised in designing facades, was
employed by Godfrey and Spowers on earlier projects but has not been linked so far to this building. He died in
the year that construction commenced.
Another dseign incorporating Egyptian motifs by Godfrey and Spowers was the Masonic Hall in Camberwell,
1928-30. The choice of the Egyptian style was largely prompted by the discovery of Tutankhamen's tomb in 1922
by Howard Carter. It was not a common style but joined Spanish Mission and Romanesque in the ecelctic palette
of styles used by architects in the inter-war period.

Extent of Registration

AMENDMENT OF REGISTER OF HISTORIC BUILDINGS
Historic Building No. 799.
Westpac Bank (former Bank of New South Wales), 190-192 Bourke Street, Melbourne (to the extent of all
buildings and land known as Register Book Certificate of Title Volume 6246 Folio 030)
[Victoria Government Gazette No. G33 22 August 1990 p.2588]

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/permits-and-approvals/heritage-permit-exemptions
http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

