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STATEMENT OF CULTURAL HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE:

What is significant? Sewell's cottage was built in 1864 by Richard Sewell as a home for his family. Sewell was an
engineer, trained in Manchester, who arrived in Port Phillip in 1858 and worked for most of his life with the
Victorian Railways Department. His wife Emma, a dressmaker, arrived in Port Philip with her family on the same
ship as Sewell, married him in 1859, and by 1881 they had eleven children. The cottage was at first only two
rooms, in 1867 another room was added to the front, and by 1892 another two rooms had been added at the
rear.

Sewell's Cottage is a single storey asymmetrical double fronted cottage of random coursed bluestone. It has a
bluestone addition projecting forward at one side of the front facade. The house has a hipped corrugated iron roof
extending over the front facade to form a verandah. The front facade is enhanced by half-coursed stonework, sills
and drafted margins to the window and door reveals. A garden separates the house from the street boundary.
There is a red brick addition at the rear.

How is it significant? Sewell's Cottage is significant for aesthetic/architectural and historic reasons at a Local
level.

Why is it significant? Sewell's Cottage is historically significant as a rare survivor of the first phase of settlement in
Williamstown and for its associations with the Sewell family.

Sewell's Cottage is aesthetically/architecturally significant as an unusual example in the area of an early Victorian
bluestone cottage, notable for its relatively large size and asymmetric form. It is one of comparatively few
bluestone buildings in Williamstown, a place otherwise noted for its fine public buildings and wide range of timber



houses. It is typical of vernacular cottage traditions of the mid-nineteenth century in Australia. It is also an
important part of the South Williamstown streetscape and makes a notable contribution to the character of the
area.

Classified: 29/11/2004

Hermes Number 71586

Property Number

Physical Description 1

Sewells’ cottage is located close to the waterfront at Williamstown in an area now known as South Williamstown,
which was one of the first parts of the town settled and developed. It stands in an area originally characterised by
timber villas and cottages of largely vernacular origins.

Sewell's Cottage is a single storey asymmetrical double fronted cottage of random coursed bluestone. It has a
bluestone addition projecting forward at one side of the front facade. The house has a hipped corrugated iron roof
extending over the facade to form a verandah. A garden separates the house from the street boundary. There is
a red brick addition at the rear.

Intactness

The double hung sash windows, the return timber post verandah and the rendered chimney on the east side are
probably later additions.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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