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BUFFALO GENERAL STORE
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Location

5 BUFFALO ROAD, BUFFALO, SOUTH GIPPSLAND SHIRE

Municipality

SOUTH GIPPSLAND SHIRE

Level of significance

Recommended for Heritage Overlay

Heritage Overlay Numbers

Heritage Listing

South Gippsland Shire

Statement of Significance

Last updated on - December 20, 2022

What is significant?
The Buffalo General Store, at 7 Main Street, Buffalo, constructed in c.1894, is significant. 
The weatherboard Victorian building with concrete block Interwar additions has features including a gable roof
and flat Victorian verandah. The weatherboard section facing McPhee Street includes multi-pane windows and
finial at the gable end. Other contributory heritage features include: 

Stain glass panel above main doorway 
Large form windows consistent with Victorian shop fronts 



Interwar shopfront and parapet 

Non-original alterations and additions, other than those listed above, are not of heritage significance.
How is it significant?
The Buffalo General Store is of local historic, aesthetic and social significance to the South Gippsland Shire.
Why is it significant?
Historically, although the exact date of construction is unknown, the original building was opened by Mr Barr in
early 1894, making the building one of the oldest in the town. The Buffalo General Store demonstrates the early
phase of development in Buffalo throughout the Victorian and Interwar periods. (Criterion A) 
Aesthetically, it is situated at the entry to the township of Buffalo and is the only commercial building in the
township. The store also contributes to the streetscape of Buffalo. (Criterion E) 
Socially, the Buffalo General Store contributes to the identity of Buffalo as a township, being the only commercial
property within the township. (Criterion G)

Heritage
Study/Consultant

South Gippsland - South Gippsland Heritage Study, David Helms with Trevor
Westmore, 2004; 

Construction dates 1894,  1894,  1894, 

Other Names Neal's Store,  

Hermes Number 73220

Property Number

Physical Description 1

The Buffalo Store is a weatherboard and concrete block building with a gable roof. It retains an interwar
shopfront.

Physical Conditions

Good

Integrity

Altered

Historical Australian Themes

Commercial Enterprise
Food and Goods Industries: Grocery Stores, Hardware etc.

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/
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