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What is significant?

The Queensland Building was constructed in 1912-13 as the State Headquarters of the Queensland Insurance
Company. Butler and Bradshaw were the architects. Walter Butler was an English architect who had been trained
within the Arts and Crafts movement. The Queensland Building is a symmetrical six storey office building on a
steeply sloping frontage and is constructed of brick with a sandstone veneer facade. The architectural style
combines elements of classicism with the traditions of the Arts and Crafts movement. The form of the building is
an exaggerated Renaissance palazzo, of a rusticated base, extended piano nobile and attic storey with a deep
cornice. The two flanking oriel bays rising through three storeys of the building terminate with lonic column
loggias. The rusticated base has a giant order entrance arch and recessed entrance, creating an outdoor lobby.
The stone jambs to the arch and the window openings on the ground floor are carved with flora and fauna,
including depictions of roses, figs and pomegranates.

How is it significant?
The Queensland Building is of architectural significance to the State of Victoria.

Why is it significant?

The Queensland Building is architecturally significant as an expression of the changing Edwardian approach to
the classical rules of architecture. The building is comparable, within the city, to the Commercial Travellers’
Association Building in Flinders Street (designed by the Tompkins brothers) as an example of the Edwardian
Baroque and as a revised form of the palazzo model. However, the Queensland Building also confirms architect
Walter Butler's commitment to the Arts and Crafts ideal, particularly in the highly detailed stone carvings of flaura
and fauna around the ground floor openings. The building is significant and unusual as an idiosyncratic design
that merged the prevailing interest in classicism with the architect’s interest in Arts and Crafts ideals.

Permit Exemptions

General Exemptions:

General exemptions apply to all places and objects included in the Victorian Heritage Register (VHR). General



exemptions have been designed to allow everyday activities, maintenance and changes to your property, which
don’t harm its cultural heritage significance, to proceed without the need to obtain approvals under the Heritage
Act 2017.

Places of worship: In some circumstances, you can alter a place of worship to accommaodate religious practices
without a permit, but you must notify the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria before you start the works or
activities at least 20 business days before the works or activities are to commence.

Subdivision/consolidation: Permit exemptions exist for some subdivisions and consolidations. If the subdivision or
consolidation is in accordance with a planning permit granted under Part 4 of the Planning and Environment Act
1987 and the application for the planning permit was referred to the Executive Director of Heritage Victoria as a
determining referral authority, a permit is not required.

Specific exemptions may also apply to your registered place or object. If applicable, these are listed below.
Specific exemptions are tailored to the conservation and management needs of an individual registered place or
object and set out works and activities that are exempt from the requirements of a permit. Specific exemptions
prevail if they conflict with general exemptions.

Find out more about heritage permit exemptions here.

Construction dates 1912,
Architect/Designer Butler &amp; Bradshaw,
Heritage Act Categories Registered place,
Hermes Number 826

Property Number

History

Associated People: Butler & Bradshaw

Extent of Registration

Historic Building No.445 Queensland Building, 84-88 William Street, Melbourne and being contained in Title
Volume 3529 Folio 705787 to the extent of the facade and sufficient of the structure to support it to a depth of 6.6
metres as indicated on the sketch on the file held at the Ministry for Planning.

[Victoria Government Gazette No.21 21 March 1979 p.767]

This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/



https://application-hub.app.planning.vic.gov.au/hv/createForm/EDNotificationHV
https://www.heritage.vic.gov.au/permits-and-approvals/heritage-permit-exemptions
http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

