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Location

NEWLANDS ROAD (OVER MERRI CREEK) COBURG, MORELAND CITY

Municipality
MERRI-BEK CITY

Level of significance

Heritage Inventory Site

Heritage Inventory (HI) Number

H7822-0040

Heritage Overlay Numbers

HO125

Heritage Listing

Victorian Heritage Inventory

Statement of Significance
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What is significant?

The Bridge, over Merri Creek was constructed in 1865 by convict labour from nearby Pentridge Prison. It was
built under the administration of William Champ, the third inspector General of Penal Establishments in Victoria
who had earlier been the first Premier of Tasmania. During his time as Inspector General he was responsible for
the building of much of present day Pentridge Prison, transforming it from a makeshift stockade to the central
penitentiary for Victoria. His name is inscribed on a foundation stone of the bridge. The bluestone for the bridge
was quarried from within the Old Penal Reserve along the Merri Creek. Newlands Road Bridge was originally
built as a road bridge and was open to traffic up until 1961 when a new concrete bridge was opened along side it.
Newlands Road Bridge is a triple span bluestone segmental arched bridge with integral balustrades and
parapets. Each span is 9.1 metres and the bridge is in total 27.4 metres long. It is currently used as a pedestrian
bridge across the Merri Creek. The bridge runs in a north-south direction and follows the course of an old section
of Newlands Road.



How is it significant?
The Bridge, over Merri Creek is of historical, social and architectural importance to the State of Victoria.
Why is it significant?

The Bridge, over Merri Creek is historically and socially important for its close connection with Pentridge Prison,
as one of only a few examples existing of public works constructed by penal labour. The bridge is an important
indication of penal reform in Victoria, being built when there was a new belief that prisoners should work to reform
themselves. The bridge is historically and socially important for its associations with Inspector General William
Champ, first Premier of Tasmania, noted prison reformer in nineteenth century Victoria, and the man responsible
for much of the existing buildings, walls and gates of modern Pentridge Prison.

The Bridge, over Merri Creek is architecturally important as an early example of a substantial bluestone bridge. It
demonstrates skilled stonemasonry in its construction with prominent voussoirs to the arches, substantial piers
with carved breakwaters, rusticated bluestone string course at road level, and capping stones to the parapet
walls. The bridge is important for its contribution to the complex of visually linked prison related structures, which
include the Murray Road Bridge and the Pentridge Prison walls.

[Source: Victorian Heritage Register]
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This place/object may be included in the Victorian Heritage Register pursuant to the Heritage Act 2017. Check
the Victorian Heritage Database, selecting 'Heritage Victoria' as the place source.

For further details about Heritage Overlay places, contact the relevant local council or go to Planning Schemes
Online http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/



http://planningschemes.dpcd.vic.gov.au/

